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THE LOST COLONY OF ROANOKE: AN ENIGMA
“As ground zero for the mystery of the Lost Colony, it is also inhabited with wraiths and werewolves, enchanted animals and aliens, and all manner of supernatural beings help responsible for what happened to eighty-five men, seventeen women and thirteen children more than four centuries ago.”
-Andrew Lawler  

The following paper encapsulates the history of The Lost Colony of Roanoke and elucidates the notion of an associated enigma with its disappearance. Phenomenally, Sir Walter Raleigh, an English nobleman endeavored to establish first undeviating English arrangement within the premises of North America; the colony of Roanoke was a manifestation of such attempts. It was 1585 when then-governor Ralph Lane founded the earliest colony on Roanoke Island. However, due to miscellaneous reasons, the first colony proved to be a failure; the abortive settlement, in turn, paved the path for the settlement of a second protectorate. Consequently, John White embarked on the mission and established a colony on the very island in 1587 (Lawler, 2018). Astoundingly, the newly established settlement vanished from the face of the earth, and the evaporation of colonists becomes a tangled skein of mystery. After four hundred years, regardless of a myriad of speculations, the riddle of The Lost Colony of Roanoke is unsolved and known as the biggest puzzle of history. 

           Historical annals affirm that the first English colony was established in the proximity of the Chesapeake Bay region and comprised of more than a hundred inhabitants. In early stages, Roanoke colony strived to get stable as all other first neighborhoods. In 1587, John White sailed to England to obtain essential resources and men help, in order to sustain and expand the residential territory of Roanoke. Unfortunately, it was the epoch of Anglo-Spanish skirmish, and Spanish meddling and swindling were on its peak. As a result, White robbed by Spaniards on his way back to the colony, and it took him about three years to return Roanoke (River, 2013). At arriving Roanoke, White got found the most unexpected scenario; the colony was bared of people, and no trace of struggle or any human presence was evident. White exhausted in pinpointing even a single clue that could explicate the causation of such utter disappearance of the populace of more than a hundred people. Different hypotheses are devised to comprehend the probable situation that swallowed up the entire colony; some of them are as follow.
· Capturing or blending of the colony into Local Indian Populace

· Croatoan

· Massacre of Colonists

· Possibilities of Cannibalism 

· The Outbreak of some Fatal Diseases

· Religious and Belief-Based Explications

· Political Intricacies
Among all infamous theories and suppositions about the disappearance of Roanoke’s colonists, the idea of being imprisoned or amalgamation is highly approvable.  A significant faction of historians agrees that in the absence of adequate aid and facilities, the colonists found it feasible to get sheltered with other Indian clans. Moreover, the historical annals carry some documented observations and pieces of evidence of Europeans presence around the region after missing settlers. The relevancy of premises and period suggests that such Europeans were either the vanished colony members or their offspring. 

On the other hand, the conjecture regarding term “Croatoan” and its interconnectivity with the missing of Roanoke Colony is rationally debatable as well. It is explained that on his arrival to the colony premises, John White spotted an embossed inscription on a tree that read as “Croatoan.” However, in the given circumstances, it was not possible for White to search the islands around. The perceived presence of colonists on a nearby island also provoked the Spanish so that they could assault and rob the Europeans (River, 2013). Though, regardless of all the implied endeavors, no one triumphed in pinpointing the clue of colonists’ existence anywhere. 

History is a dynamic and self-narrated métier, and therefore anyone can falsely affiliate their credit or partake in substantial incidents. The theoretical framework regarding holocaust of the colonists seems one of such self-fabricated instances. It is believed that in 1607, Captain John Smith determined to unearth the fate of Roanoke colonists and in due course, he met Chief Powhatan. The chief exhibited some prominent objects from Roanoke people that include brass-made pastel and mortar and a musket barrel. With the help of such shreds of evidence, the chief bragged that he murdered all the colonists because they dejected the offer of tribal amalgamation (Conerly, 2017). In 1609, King and Royal Council accused Chief Powhatan of vanishing of the Roanoke Colony.

Like all other propositions, some people believe that the missing of Roanoke Colony is the consequence of cannibalism. In this context, it is suggested that either cannibal killed the colonists or they turned into cannibals for the sake of survival.  Similarly, as a matter of fact, the tribesmen of Native America were not convivial to outsider settlers. However, the researchers never found unexplained dead bodies or remains (Conerly, 2017).  For this, it is a common perception that human bones could be powdered to be utilized in the making of ancient remedies at that time. 

Contrarily, another thought perspective emphasizes on the outbreak of a disease or virus, and some chronological proofs also sustain such implications. Experts believe that the colony members of Roanoke were a novice to the land, and therefore it is might possible that they lacked immune to cope with particular diseases. Contextually, theories exert that plague could be most sought after causation for implied insanity, paranoia, and hallucination in colonists. Regardless of logical grounds, the theory is failed to define the reasons of having no trace of any colonist dead or alive. 

Along with other physical and psychological and regional issues, the researchers also sifted through supernatural and witchcraft-based explanations in understanding the basis behind the utter disappearance of the lost colony. Such otherworldly observations include the likelihood of witch crafting and other supernatural mishaps. When it comes to witchcraft, the underlying propositions segregated into two probabilities. A faction believes that Croatoan terminated the colonists as the suspects of witchcraft; meanwhile, others vary and state that North Carolina’s wood witches victimized the lost colony members. Similarly, religious and supernatural occurrences are also active in elaborating the associated rationalization (Conerly, 2017). Native American throw light on some paranormal speculations which are of course do not have any scientific validity, but yet an ample indigenous populace blindly deemed the supposition as accurate. According to Native Americans, wendigo (a wild beast spirit) gulps down the flesh of a human. Contrarily, Croatoan avers that island spirits are capable of sopping up the humans into the land (Conerly, 2017). Moreover, the spirit is recognized as a force that could turn the humans into stones, plantation, or animals as well as any other nonliving object if become furious or enraged. 

Political trappings and plotting are also considered as a rational and logical reason behind the sudden and ultimate vanishing of the lost colony of Roanoke. In her book “Roanoke: the Mystery of the Lost Colony,” Lee Miller explores different facades of Roanoke and the interlinked mystery behind its evaporation. For this purpose, Miller analyzes the entire scenario since the very beginning when in 1587 English settlers were foundered in the premises which was discovered by Sir Walter Raleigh’s voyage. In due course, numerous questions have established that include where what and why. Throughout the book, Miller explores the chances of incorporated deceptions and deceiving of Queen Elizabeth’s closed by accolades in the fading of the entire Roanoke Colony (Miller, 2012). 

By analyzing all the facts and factoids regarding settlements and sudden and inexplicable disappearance of the Roanoke Colony, it becomes evident that untangling the enigma is not a piece of cake. After all these centuries, the traces and prospect clues to solve the mystery have also vanished. History is a discipline in which historians have substantial power to add, subtract, alter, or exaggerate the account of actual occurrences. The same phenomenon is interrelated with the obscured past of Roanoke; historians of different era keep infusing accessible and comprehensible theories to partake in the resolution of the underlying inscrutability. Elucidations from almost all métier of life, including politics, religion, sociology, psychology, and medical sciences are presented to justify the traceless fading of a sizeable colony. However, it is also apparent that every proposition features some technical flaws that impede the reliability and viability of perspectives. Not a single theory can be asserted as inclusive and perfect in terms of applicability. Disease and cannibalism demand acquisition of human remains that are never found; the same rule applies to the theory of mass murder. On the other hand, the spirits and witchcraft are psychic aspects which are not believed by everyone and denied by most. Political maneuverings and immigration of inhabitants also necessitate some concrete proofs which are never revealed. Furthermore, only a few basic concepts are discussed in the paper; meanwhile, there is much other roaming into the experts’ circle. Four hundred years is a considerable period to eradicate all the hints not from the landscape but also genetics and chronological annals. The dated epoch and ambiguity of evidence sustain that the enigma of the Lost Colony of Roanoke will remain an unsolved puzzle till eternity.
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