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Medical records
The medical record is the information of the patients regarding the case history at a specific health organization or clinic. Information includes health test results, family health history, past treatments, personal information, lifestyle information, and prescribed medications (AHIMA, 2011). The medical record is used for several purposes which are classified into two categories that are primary purpose and secondary purpose.
Compare and contrast:
The primary purpose of the medical record refers to the provision of patient care. For instance, the health record helps the physician to understand the changes in the health of the patient through different preventions and medications. It, therefore, is useful to improve the health standard of the patient. On the other hand, the same health record can be used as a secondary purpose that is to educate the students. Medical records are used as the case study in different academic course for learning purpose about a certain illness or medication. 
Health record as a primary purpose is used for communication between the patient and the health providers. For instance, personal information like name, contact number, age, and check-up details are recorded for subsequent episodes of care. Though the same record used as secondary purpose like the legal record of the patient. Whenever, patient case file against the health providers, the organization used this information for legal support.
Moreover, the primary purpose of the medical records includes billing verification, support to the patient, and analyze the basic facts about the patient's condition, measurement, treatment plans and prevention therapies. Whereas the secondary purpose of the medical record is for using it for research. Different researchers use the record to identify the disease risk factors, drug side effects, treatment effectiveness, useful intervention, genetic impacts, and clinical efficiency (“Primary and Secondary Uses of Health Information,” n.d.). The bottom line is that both primary and secondary purpose for health records play a significant role in the quality improvement in healthcare.
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