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Many of the graduates of government-run boarding schools were not accepted in the white world, nor were they comfortable with traditional life on the reservation. What difficulties did the students face living in two cultures?
Graduates of government-owned schools face difficulties adapting to life in white society. Many face identity issues and others are just unaccepted by fellow white students. Living in two cultures presents a myriad of problems especially to native Indian students. Learners advancing their studies from native schools facing daunting problems of transforming to new cultures, and this transformation is difficult to master because in the process of transforming cultural misunderstanding may happen (Jibreel, 11).
The misconceptions that other students, particularly the whites, have about some cultures create misunderstanding, disharmony and make students of other races feel unaccepted. This makes them uncomfortable, frustrated, lonely and dissatisfied about their country and their college. It makes the students harbor deep psychological torture as they struggle to adjust to new cultures. According to Xiong and Smyrnious (4) students living in two cultures feel an outsider and show increased social disorder.  They find difficulty making friends, and wrongly perceived as risky criminals. These perceptions make students from government-owned institutions feel distant and prejudiced; this leads them to drop out before they complete their studies.
Living in two cultures brings culture shock characterized by feelings of deprivation and loss of status, friendship and self-identity. Those who come from reserved cultures are most affected since they feel impotent due to their inability to cope with progressive or pragmatic cultures. They become anxious, disgusted and surprised when they understand the existing cultural differences. Students living in two cultures remain confused since they are uncomfortable with traditional lives while finding difficulty accepting new cultures. They lose their cultural identity and feel rejected by other cultures. This makes them drop out of their studies.
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