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The opt-out system of organ donation should be adopted in Australia - RELIGION
The first thing is first, what is the opt-out system of organ donation? The nature of the opt-out system of donation is such that the consent of the deceased donor is accepted and presumed (Bhatia & Tibballs, 2017). No changes can be made in the organ donation decision unless or until a written statement from the deceased is provided in which they have said that they will not be donating any organ (Howard et al., 2016). Australia is currently operating on an opt-in system for organ donation in which if the donor passes away, regardless of giving consent the family makes the final decision of giving the organ.
Australia should switch to the opt-out system of organ donation as stats have proven that this strategy can bring a rise in the rates of organ transplants. There is substantial evidence present which has proven that a lot of lives have been saved because of the opt-out system (Tarrant, 2017). Even when the opt-out system is seen under the light of religion, it only projects positivity. Every religion out there supports the saving of lives, and this system only increases the chances of survival of many people out there who have given up on hope (Trotter, 2017). There is no religion out there which formally prohibits organ donation or has shown constraint against donating from a deceased or living patient (Hanson et al., 2017). There are only a few orthodox extremists who are against the donation of organs more specifically from a deceased donor, however, most religions approve of it. 
Let us shed light on this matter by discussing the views of some of the major religions in found in Australia. For starters, the example of the Catholic Church can be taken, most Christians are in support of the organ donation (Toews, 2017). The bigger chunk of Christians look at organ donation as an act of sheer love towards mankind and is seen as devotion to God. Christian scientists are also supporters of organ donation, they believe that it is an individual’s decision. Coming to Hinduism, they believe in the concept of reincarnation and a second life. For them reincarnating into a better form and caste all depends on the good deeds done in the past life (Ferguson et al., 2018). Donating an organ and saving a life is seen as one of the greatest good, so Hinduism is in supporter of the concept of transplant and donation as well. Buddhism believe the fact that tissue and organ donation is an act of individual integrity and carries great value as an act that represents compassion (Gain et al., 2016). The Greek Orthodox Church is also in support of organ donation as the act denotes sacrifice and love amongst people. Lastly, but most importantly Reformed Church of Australia also does not have any principle or biblical objection on organ transplant and donation for healing purposes.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Other than the above-mentioned religions, Judaism, Maori, Quakers, Pentecostal, Shinto, Episcopal, and many Churches approve the transplant and donation of organs.  They think of it as an act that carries great compassion and can save human lives (Isdale & Savulescu, 2015). So, even from a religious perspective, the donation of the organ is a decision of the individual, it is a matter between them and God and should be permissible. It is not about what is ethically and morally correct when the donor have given the consent. Majority of the people in Australia die in the wait of a renal transplant due to the opt-in system (Jericho, 2019). The chunk of people who die without getting a transplant is also inclusive of young children. So, Australia needs to switch to opt-out system of organ donation to save more lives.
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