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Introduction
Drugs have always been one of the most commonly debated topics worldwide. Owing to an increase in the public regarding the side effects of various medications and vaccinations, the topics related to drugs are discussed at every digital and traditional media platform. Specifically, talking about the prohibition of marijuana that is also known as a recreational drug, it has divided Americans on whether the drug should be legalized or not. Many states in the US have legalized the use of marijuana as a recreational drug yet many states still do not allow the possession of marijuana. For instance, in Texas, even the two ounces of marijuana is considered illegal and are classified as class B crime. However, despite the laws, people are still divided over the legalization of marijuana.
Body
According to the CDC, marijuana is one of the most cultivated plants. The drug is being trafficked all around the world, classified as an abused illicit drug. It is reported that more than 158 million people around the world have used marijuana for various purposes. (“Data and Statistics | Marijuana | CDC,” 2019). Specifically, discussing the US, more than 95 million people have admitted to using marijuana at least once in their life. (“Data and Statistics | Marijuana | CDC,” 2019). In many cases, the drug is not used for medical purposes but used as a drug of abuse. Due to the widespread use of marijuana as a drug of abuse, people are against the legalization of marijuana even for medical purposes. In ancient times, the marijuana was widely used for various purposes. People use marijuana to accelerate the deliveries and for keeping bad souls away from their houses. However, due to the research being conducted on marijuana, researchers have found the immense benefits of marijuana.
Medical marijuana is a term that is used for the unprocessed marijuana plant. It is used in the treatment of asthma and is also used as a pain-relieving medicine. Studies have found that medical marijuana can also be used in the treatment of cancer and Alzheimer’s disease (Neill & Martin, 2015). The people who are in favor of marijuana argue that the ban on medical marijuana should be lifted. The main reason for not legalizing marijuana is because it is a drug of abuse and has various harmful effects as it causes divergence and delusion. Therefore consuming it can make an individual addict of the drug. However, people that are in the favor of marijuana argue that if marijuana is a drug of abuse, then the consumption of alcohol and tobacco can also make a person addict. Additionally, consuming alcohol can also have several side effects. So if alcohol consumption is legalized, then there is nothing wrong in legalizing marijuana. Moreover, marijuana is the only drug of abuse that can be used for recreational purposes so it should not be banned. Besides, the legalization of a drug can also benefit the people who have to purchase the drug from black-markets for medical use by paying high prices. Furthermore, the legalization of a drug will subsequently reduce the number of people that are in prison for very less amount of marijuana possession. Many people think that laws regarding marijuana are very tough as compared to the laws regarding the use of alcohol and tobacco. This is because, in many states of America, the possession of marijuana is considered as class B crime that can result in a suspension of driving license along with several days in prison and a fine as well. In contrast, tobacco and other alcohol are legalized despite their side effects.
Drug abuse has become a major issue that every country in the world is facing. Specifically, in the US, more than 20 million people have at least one addiction (Abuse, 2017). However, the most shocking part is that only 10% of people receive appropriate treatment after being addicted to any drug. In the context of marijuana addiction, 40 to 400 million people smoke marijuana every year in the US only. Moreover, Americans ranging from the age of 16 to 25 are more indulged in using addictive drugs (Abuse, 2017). This is the main reason people are against the legalization of marijuana. Also, legalizing medical marijuana will not limit the illegal selling and buying of the drug. This is because medical marijuana, if legalized will only be distributed after the prescription of a physician so that addicts will still buy the drug illegally. According to research, the use of marijuana in adolescents can result in several cognitive impairments such as memory, speech, and perceptual impairments, etc. This is because marijuana is considered harmful to the respiratory system due to its association with the symptoms of inflammatory lung disease (Herbie & Stern, 2015). Additionally, marijuana can also lead to various mental disorders. So, many people of America think that marijuana should not be legalized and the ban on the drug should not be lifted.
Conclusion
The legalization of marijuana is still a topic of debate worldwide. Several pieces of evidence have shown the benefits of using medical marijuana to treat multiple diseases. However, it must be noted that before making the decision of legalizing or not legalizing marijuana the drug must be evaluated based on the safety and efficiency of a drug while treating any diseases. Additionally, if the drug is ever legalized then it must be used according to the physician’s prescribed dosage. This is because marijuana, if not used according to physician’s prescription, can result in addiction to the drug that can have several consequences. Particularly, discussing the policy of prohibiting marijuana in many states it is recommended that the old policy must be revised. Further, there is a need to make reforms, especially using marijuana for medical purposes as many people can get benefit from the reforms. This is because in many cases there is no alternative medicine available and people have severe difficulty in accessing marijuana because it is illegal in many states. However, despite doing reforms in the old policies it is necessary to put restrictions on the amount of marijuana used by an individual to avoid any future health risks.
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