
[bookmark: _GoBack]English Composition I: Persuasive Essay Worksheet
In order to complete this assignment, respond to each prompt alongside the symbol [image: Share]

The following questions will ask you to consider the following elements necessary to compose your essay.
Thesis statement
Supporting claims
Sources
Opposing view
Audience
Goal (conclusion)

To compose your thesis statement, follow this example
Topic    Legality of marijuana
Argument Should Marijuana be legalized for recreational use or not?
#1 Reason that supports your argument Marijuana is classified as an abused illicit drug and more than 158 million all around the world have used marijuana for various purposes
#2 Reason that supports your argument Marijuana should be legalized as evidence proved that it can be used in the treatment of several diseases.  
#3 Reason that supports your argument Marijuana should not be legalized as it is drug of abuse and have several side effects. 


Example:
Social Media sites should require secure log in for users to guard against misuse, protect user privacy, and monitor criminal behavior such as cyberbullying and fraud.
Social Media sites should require secure log in for users to guard against misuse, protect user privacy, and monitor criminal behavior such as cyberbullying and fraud.

Compose your thesis statement:
[image: Share] Marijuana is a drug that can be used for recreational purposes as there many evidence that supports the claim yet as the drug is also known as the drug of abuse, Americans are divided whether it drug should be legalized or not. 

Write a complete sentence which includes reason #1
Example: Social media has become a playground for those with bad intentions, while secure logins cannot eliminate all hacking, they can limit the number of users who manipulate the system for misuse.
Write your topic sentence #1  here
[image: Share] According to the CDC, marijuana is one of the most cultivated plants. The drug is being trafficked all around the world is classified as an abused illicit drug. It is reported that more than 158 million all around the world have used marijuana for various purposes

Write a complete sentence which includes reason #2
Example: Invasion of privacy is near epidemic proportions; secure log ins could help limit the number of intrusions users experience in their on line communications.
Write your topic sentence #2 here
[image: Share] Studies have found that medical marijuana can also be used in the treatment of cancer and Alzheimer’s disease. However, it should be used according to the prescription of the physician. 

Write a complete sentence which includes reason #3
Cyberbullies are emboldened by the anonymity afforded by social media, knowing who has logged on can act as a deterrent, and in worst case scenarios identify those who victimize others sometime resulting in suicide.
Write your topic sentence here #3
[image: Share] According to research, the use of marijuana in adolescents can result in several cognitive impairments such as memory, speech, and perceptual impairments, etc. Additionally, it the drug of abuse so it should not be legalized. 
 Identify, summarize and align your sources.

Source (APA reference) #1: Data and Statistics | Marijuana | CDC. (2019, August 14). Retrieved November 5, 2019, from https://www.cdc.gov/marijuana/data-statistics.htm

State which reason the source supports your claim and why.
[image: Share] The statistics in the report, support the claim that marijuana can be used for recreational purposes while it can also be used as a drug of abuse. According to the CDC, marijuana is one of the most cultivated plants. The drug is being trafficked all around the world is classified as an abused illicit drug. It is reported that more than 158 million all around the world have used marijuana for various purposes
Source (APA reference) #2: Neill, K. A., & Martin, W. (2015). Marijuana Reform: Fears and Facts. Issue Brief, (02.04. 15).

State which reason the source supports your claim and why.
[image: Share] The article support the claim that marijuana should be legalized as it can be used in the treatment of cancer and Alzheimer’s disease. 


Source (APA reference) #3: Herbie, J., Hempstead, N. Y., & Stern, R. C. (2015). DIVIDED WE STAND: MEDICAL MARIJUANA AND FEDERALISM. Health Lawyer.
State which reason the source supports your claim and why.
[image: Share] The article support the claim that marijuana should not be legalized. According to research, the use of marijuana in adolescents can result in several cognitive impairments such as memory, speech, and perceptual impairments, etc. This is because marijuana is considered harmful to the respiratory system due to its association with the symptoms of inflammatory lung disease


A persuasive essay presents a debatable topic. State the opposing view to your position.
[image: Share]Owing to the evidence that proofs that marijuana can be used as a recreational drugs, people are in the favour of legalising the drug. However, as marijuana is the drug of abuse and has several side effects people think the ban on the drug should not be lifted. 
Define your audience.  Audience is not the instructor or your peers (necessarily) but the persons or group you would like to convince that your position is valid and should be considered.
[image: Share]The targeted audience of the essay is people of America and the policy makers. 

In the conclusion, you will restate the main argument.  What is the goal of your essay? Write a statement that communicates the outcome or change you would like to see based on your argument.
[image: Share]Marijuana is a drug that can be used for recreational purposes as there many evidence that support the claim yet as the drug is also known as the drug of abuse, Americans are divided whether it drug should be legalized or not. 
The main goal of the essay is to provide the arguments both the favor and against of legalizing marijuana. 
There is a need to make reforms, especially using marijuana for medical purposes as many people can get benefit from the reforms. This is because in many cases there is no alternative medicine available and people have severe difficulty in accessing marijuana because it is illegal in many states. However, despite doing reforms in the old policies it is necessary to put restrictions on the amount of marijuana used by an individual to avoid any future health risks.
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