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Introduction:

Gender and crime have a crucial linkage with each other. From decades it has been observed that males are more involved in criminal and violent activities than the women because of patriarchal society. However, the ratio of the female offenders is increasing with time. The increase in female offenders and gender inequality along with the stereotypes have a negative relationship. Women are different from the male counterparts about personal pathways and background to the criminal activities. In addition, there are least chances for the female as compared to the male to get involved in criminal activities (Nagel and Hagan, 1983). Therefore, they are less of a threat to society. However, it is significant to understand the role of gender inequality and stereotypes to comprehend the implications of criminal behavior. Due to the men’s dominance, women are considered as dependent and weak and these negative stereotypes make female involvement in criminal activities far less than men.
In addition, gender is the element which shapes the behaviour of people in society. Society sets some stereotypes based on gender and people follow them throughout their life. Gender and sex are mostly used as a synonym, however, both the terms contain a specific meaning and discrete interpretation. For instance, sex is the term that indicates the physical and biological characteristics of the individual which classifies them as male and female. On the other side, gender is the identification based on feminine and masculine traits (“Limitations to equality,” 2014). Traits identified in gender are mostly contracted by society. For instance, females are considered as physically weak in comparison to the male. In addition, men are considered more aggressive than female. These traits or stereotypes develop a particular psychological behaviour for both the gender towards society.
Discussion:



Our society is the male dominant society where female faces discrimination throughout their life under the influence of patriarchal norms. Various movements and policies were established in the past to develop gender equality, however, male privilege still exists in the society. Criminal history indicates that the involvement of men in criminal activities is more than female. Here a misconception is spread in the society that due to the gender inequality, women acquire aggressive and violent nature which result in a crime. The misconception is constructed because most of the time when a female offender's background is observed, it is found that she had children to look after or had faced physical or sexual abuse. Inequality made them get involved in crime (Liddell and Martinovic, 2013). However, these traits are the stereotypes that are present in the society where female are supposed to look after the home and children while male member supports family financially. Even when women go for the job their duties towards home and children remain constant. Therefore, it is totally wrong that gender inequality urges them to be involved in criminal activities. The reality is the opposite because women feel weak and oppressed. Due to the lack of hold over the resources and dependent nature, they do not get involved in violent activities. The crimes in which women get involved are mostly victimless crimes like infanticide and prostitution (Hu,2013). 

The gender inequality is the concern highlighted by government and female gender at various point. The movement of feminism is the example where female endeavored to get equality. The rudimentary motivation for the movement was to get their share in the jobs, education and other fields to be independent in the society where men lead women (Cauffman, 2008). However, later the movement of feminism changed its perspective from gender inequality to sex inequality. This new perspective brings the change in the psychological behaviour of the women. It is observed that women adopted an aggressive and abusive nature to get their rights in the paradigm of feminism. Therefore, a sharp increase in criminal activities was observed. The ratio of the male offender is always higher than the female however, a sudden increase in the female offender ratio raised various contentious questions. For instance, the belief that gender inequality becomes the reason of crime for female was deemed wrong because with passage of time female received various privileges in the form of good education, better employment, equal wages which should result in low crime rate in female but an opposite trend was observed (Beckmann, n.d.). In past, women were not well aware regarding their rights but at the contemporary time, they know all their rights and legal ways to get it. Therefore, it becomes easier for them to be independent. However, the decrease in gender inequality and stereotypes developed a criminal pattern of the female as many cases were recorded where female filed the fake harassment case against their boss or other male colleagues. This kind of behaviour is developed because women know they can use their gender to punish the male member. In case of judgment, women often get favour from the court especially when they have a family behind to look after. The bail filed by the female gets approved more often than the bail filed by the male criminal. There are probably more chances that female criminal can get forgiveness from the victim while least the male get mercy (Brown and Jones, 2018). All these facts specify that women get more chances to be free after performing a criminal act or they misuse their privilege. It develops the negative behaviour for women which is resulting in more criminal involvement by them (Bloom et al., 2002). However, victim ratio of criminal acts is dominated by the women whether done by men or women. 
The most important aspect of gender inequality and stereotypes that shape the offending behaviour of the women in the access to the opportunities. Women have limited access to various opportunities due to the male dominant society (“ASARaceCrime.pdf,” n.d.). As discussed earlier, stereotypes like women should look after the house works like cooking, laundry and looking after their children are the responsibility of women. However, it is not possible to restrict the women to the housework because they are working with men. In most of the cases, their priority remains with the family. If one of the family members has to quit the job for the family, it will be the female member for the family because stereotype that men are meant to work hard to provide the financial support to the family develops the limitation for the female member of the family. (“90409_Section_1_Women_and_Crime_An_Introduction.pdf,” n.d.). Similarly, various jobs are considered to be men's jobs like the job of truck drivers, watchman, and duty at night shift. Other than this, women often face discrimination and harassment at the workplace from the male members which make them psychological weaker. All these inequalities and stereotypes result in limiting the access of women to the opportunities that they can avail. Primarily, male dominance does not allow them to achieve these opportunities. Lack of opportunities and confidence makes women oppressed and weaker which manifests in less involvement in criminal activities. Besides opportunities, women do not get any reason or willingness to adopt unethical behaviour (Hagan, 1995). 

The main component developed by gender inequality and stereotypes is the willingness to do the crime. As men have a high crime rate as compared to the women in almost all around the world which indicates that women do not have much willingness to get involved in criminal activities. However, men even after getting the privilege and more opportunities than women do engage in criminal acts. It has a direct link with the stereotypes created by the society due to which women link their happiness and satisfaction with the prosperity, happiness and progress of the family and people around them (Daly, 2018). Women tend to be less materialistic than men while men give priority to the money. Since childhood, the mindset of getting good grades for a good job develops a particular psychological behaviour for the men. Their life goals and aim revolve around accomplishing money and status. This difference of priority due to typical stereotypes present in the society develop the offending pattern for both men and women. However, annual crime reports by Federal Bureau of Investigation, and U.S Bureau of Justice Statistics highlight the fact that offending ratio of women is increasing faster than the men offending ratio (Yelderman et al., 2018). However, the total ratio remains less than the men due to the willingness towards the crime. Women tend to be less involved in serious crime categories. For instance, women arrests for homicide, property crime, aggravated assault, and robbery have decreased since the 1960s. Involvement in crime like fraud, thefts, shoplifting, and prostitution was increased by mid-1970s. Various sources prove that women willingness to do the crime is less than the men, therefore, they commit less harm (Heidensohn, 1989). Women barely get involved in repeating crime while men are found to make a long term career in crime. Therefore acts of violence by women result in fewer injuries or less severe damages. The reason behind the difference in criminal involvement is the willingness for the crime. The subjective willingness of women to be involved in offence is restricted to gender inequality but amplified by the opportunity for the crime. For instance, women tend to be involved in the type of crime which is easy and within their skill range. In other words, women’s willingness to do the crime is linked to low risk and good payoff. These elements are restricted by gender inequality and stereotypes which leads to low criminal involvement and is less dangerous (Dodge, 2019). 
Conclusion:

Gender inequality and stereotypes developed in the society are the concerns raised by women as well as government from decades. Though, these issues still exist in society. Gender inequality and stereotypes are considered as a negative element for the empowerment of women but it shows a positive impact on the aspect of criminology. It is because gender inequality and stereotypes develop an offending pattern for women. Various sources indicate that men are involved in crime more than women. 
Women are considered weak, dependent and associated with the family, norms, and traditions while men are considered as strong, independent, and head of the family which develop a practical and aggressive nature for men while women remain less aggressive and violent. Other factors that create the criminal pattern of the women are the opportunities and willingness to the crime. With the gender gap, women do not get many opportunities to be the offender and due to fewer opportunities and high risk their willingness in crime decreases. The evidence concludes that gender inequality and stereotypes limited the opportunities for the women and their willingness to the crime remains less than the men. Feminism has a negative impact over the offending pattern of the women that is crime rate in women has a sharp increase since the 1970s especially after the movements and marches established against gender inequality. Women got more aggressiveness with the increase in demand for equal rights. 
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