1
Running head: CJ416						


3
CJ416			





Theodore Bundy
[bookmark: _GoBack]Kim
School or Institution Name (University at Place or Town, State)

Introduction
Theodore Bundy (or Ted Bundy) was an American Serial killer who confessed to have killed 36 women during his four years killing spree in the U.S. Theodore was born to an unwed mother and kept believing his grandparents to be their real parents and his mother to be his step sister. As his mother married his step father, Johnnie Bundy, he was given the name of his step father, and later was known as Ted Bundy. But he did a good job at school with him being naturally good looking resulted in an increase in his popularity and resulted in an increased self-esteem. Using methods of Victimology, there are a few things which are needed to be studied. After analyzing the case of Ted Bundy, we can cover a wide range of issues such as victimization and its causes, crime victims, consequences of the victimization and interaction of victims with the justice system and other social service programs and agencies, with the prevention of victimization. Using Victimology, the case of Ted Bundy can be analyzed as,
The Crime Victim
Ted Bundy was responsible for killing and sexually molesting a number of women and college girls, with the mental sickness so severe that he confessed on raping the corpse of the women he killed several times, sleeping with some of the dead bodies in his flat till they began to decay. The primary crime victims in the crime case of Ted Bundy were women and college girls (Sewell, 1985).
The Causes of Victimization
He met a girl with whom he fell in love with, while studying in the University of Washington, Stephanie Brooks, belonging to a rich family. The biggest blow on Ted’s life was when after graduation in the year 1968, Stephanie decided to part ways with him. This blow is considered to be one of the basic reasons which led Ted to follow the path which he did (Simons, 2001). It resulted in Ted to drop out of college, during which he was struck with another blow, which acted as the cherry on top, as he came to know about his mother, with whom he had lived her treating her as his sister. After these two blows, he was devastated but he stood up and to prove his mother and Brooks wrong, he indulged in his studies again, pursuing the field of his choice, i.e., psychology. Brooks stayed in his mind throughout this era even after the breakup and all that had happened between them. He met with Brooks again in the year 1973 and his transformation amazed her. His fortunes had grown, and they started again, with Bundy being in a relationship with one other woman. Things got serious and while Brooks was making up her mind to marry Bundy, he ended up everything with her, disappearing and ignoring her completely, taking revenge from her the same way which she did years ago. Little comfort was achieved through this revenge, and from there he started off with his killing spree, sexually abusing women and killing many of them at the same time.
While considering the causes of victimization, one has to analyze if there were any mistakes from the victim’s side leading to such an incident, and taking such mistakes into consideration while analyzing any case. In case of Ted Bundy, it can be observed that his mental sickness led him to act as a disable citizen, utilizing crutches for movement and asking college girls and women for help, who either due to the faith in humanity, or trapped in his charming looks, helped him with his bags which he couldn’t carry while faking his disability. He used to strike them with a pipe as he reached with those women to his car, kidnapping them as he handcuffed them, leading to sexual abuse and killing them off in the end. One interesting thing to note is that Ted chose women who resembled with Brooks. Hence, the ending of relationship between Brooks and Ted can be taken as one of the reasons Ted chose this path (Geberth & Turco, 1997).
Crime Victim and Criminal Justice System
The crime victims in case of Ted were not sufficient to be a witness of what Ted Bundy did to them, as they were all killed at the end by Ted. But the witnesses which reported about Ted’s suspicious behavior were not taken serious due to Ted being a popular figure, acting as a Republican activist. The criminal justice system also failed as Ted escaped through custody several times, due to which many of the lives were lost as he kept on his path of killing women and girls as he escaped (Mello, 1990). Surprisingly, he was caught not as a serial killer, but an officer arresting him due to the stolen number plates installed on his car. After that, he was sentenced to death on an electric chair.
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