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American Politics
Introduction
American politics has a great impact on the economic condition of the nation. Political bodies introduce different policies and programs to increase the living standard of the people. One of the great concerns of every administration remains public goods. Public goods not only provide the facility to the general public it also helps in ensuring the equal distribution of resources. The purpose of the essay is to understand the concept of public goods and their role in politics. It remains the priority of the government to provide public goods to the civilians; however, the government often faces conflicts over public goods. The conflicts over public goods basically arise mostly due to the change in priority of government and opposition parties. In addition, public demands also impact the public good formation. 
Discussion
Public goods are goods that provide benefits to all individuals. These goods are non-rivalry and non-excludable because public goods are not for competition in the market rather these are provided to ensure the equal access of the public on the resources. People usually enjoy the benefits of public goods without paying for it and no one can prevent the consumer’s access to the good (“Definition of public good in Political Science.,” n.d.). In addition, public goods are non-rivalry because consumption of one individual does not impact the simultaneous consumption by other individuals. Examples of public goods include fresh and healthy air, national defense, street lighting, knowledge, and disaster control system. Politicians especially government tries to achieve the maximum benefits of public goods for the nation. However, the numbers of factors make it difficult to organize collective action. The problem arises usually for the public goods that are impure goods that mean they are unable to provide benefits free of cost, for instance, healthcare facilities, education, and highways. Free of cost public goods create difficulties for producers as private cost exceed the private benefits. Therefore, the government usually applies some sort of payment for the maintenance of public goods. The production and maintenance costs of public goods lead to the conflicts between government and opposition or government and public. For instance, the Obama administration announced the different programs to provide the healthcare where many Democrats had the priority to give the benefits in the form of money. Their perspective was different because they thought that money will increase the choice of spending for the poor families. However, various politicians raised the question that it will decrease the interest of the poor family for seeking the work (ANOPGA.pdf, n.d.).
Another example of the public goods that can lead to the conflicts between politicians is the total cost of the good. Court has the power to reject the policy or strategy of the government if it is not beneficial or harmful for a specific community. Besides these, there is the concept of collective demand of the public. On public demand, the government provide the public good if the marginal benefit of the public good is greater than the marginal cost of the public good. For instance, if the public demand for the expansion of the highway to reduce the problem of heavy traffic then the government has to take cost-benefit analysis. Cost-benefit analysis is the calculation that provides the ratio between the total costs of the public good with respect to its benefits. If the cost of the goods is less than the benefits than there are the least chances of the conflicts otherwise opposition opposes the idea and sometimes the court has to interfere in between. The cost of the highway includes the cost of land for expansion, construction cost, and maintenance cost of the highway. The benefits of the expansion of the highway include a decrease in a traffic jam, a decrease in the number of accidents and the increase in passenger trips as highway could be used by more people. The government can play a role here to avoid the conflicts by estimate the total costs, benefits and assign the monetary value. The most important role that government plays for the approval of the project is to adjust the inflation rate and applying the discount rate to identify the project value. By controlling these two factors that is inflation and discount rate, public goods can be provided. In addition, to avoiding the conflicts with opposition parties, different proposal and plans can be provided to find out the way in which all political parties agreed to the decision  (“A Politics of Public Goods,” n.d.). The most useful public goods are hospitals, educational institutes, parks, and roads. These are the public goods which benefit the maximum number of people with or without payment. The payments over public goods are applied to avoid the misuse of the goods or for its maintenance. In other words, the government can efficiently improve the conflicts by directly providing or indirectly encouraging the facility of the goods.
Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]Public goods are goods that are non-rivalry and non-excludability in nature. The main purpose of the public goods is to provide benefits to all individuals. Sometimes conflict arises due to the collective action problems. Opposition parties or demand of the public create difficulties. At such point, cost-benefit analysis plays an important role. It provides the ratio between the total cost of the projects and its benefits. Through maintaining the inflation and discount rate for the production government could avoid conflict. In addition by providing different proposal or strategies to maximize the benefits of the public goods, the government can bring the priority of all the parties on one decision.  
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