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Jacob and Laban: A tale steeped in treachery and deceit
The hand fates dealt Jacob according to the Genesis, Chapter 25, is an excellent example of how swift and cruel karma can possibly be. This is probably the reason why the narration of the story is called Jakob-Esau-Laban-Sagenkranz i.e. the Jacob-Esau-Laban cycle of tales (Hendel). This tale is the epitome of what goes around comes around and gives a curt, but effective message that shows that when you sow the seeds of discord, it is you alone that will reap the effects and suffer.
Now, according to the bible, Jacob, deceives his ailing and blind father, Isaac, on his deathbed. He had promised to pass on the blessing of God, that he received from Abraham to his firstborn Esau. However, with the help of his mother, Rebecca, the blessing was obtained by Jacob in place of Esau. The pair managed to trick Isaac, with Rebecca then sending Jacob away to save him from Esau’s anger. Having done his part, Jacob fled to his maternal uncle Laban and stay with him for a while. This tale is the reason why Jacob is remembered as the “trickster”, the one who tricked his brother’s blessings and birthright away. However, the tables were about to be turned in unprecedented ways (Na’aman).
Jacob fell in love with his maternal cousin, Rachel, so much so that he offered his services as a shepherd to his uncle for seven years in exchange. However, once the seven years of service were completed, his uncle married him off to Rachel’s older sister Leah. When Jacob complained, he was coerced into another seven years of service after getting married to Rachel. One can call it God’s divine justice, with years taken away from Jacob’s life through the means on his uncle treachery for tricking his own father and brother (Michael). If you think about it, it is the state of the world essentially it is filled with a history of nations rising, especially ones that attain their position in bad faith, only to bite the dust when push comes to shove. Thus, one should always remember how karma operates and ensure that they never do something that can come back and bite them.
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