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Research Statement
	Criminal justice is a wide area of study. There are many researchers and academicians who are engaged in exploring these different aspects. Besides providing insights about contemporary topics, these researchers provide in-depth analysis about technical aspects related to criminal justice. There are so many aspects in this subject which remains unexplored or where the research provides narrow insights. One such topic in criminal justice is related to media and its influence over the criminal justice system. This research aims at examining the impact of media portrayal of criminal incidents and relates it to how it impacts the justice system as a whole. In view of the contemporary policies related to media and criminal laws, there remains a need to explore areas where both aspects can relate to each other. The topic remains interesting since the masses get to interact with both frequently. 
There remain many reasons, to why one needs to explore this area of study. One such reason is the impact of media over opinion-making. Since the media enjoys a wider reach and has access to a wider audience as well, therefore, it remains impactful in many ways. Those who study the media or criminal justice system may get benefit from this research, as it will have interesting aspects that have not been explored yet, through the academic lens. Some of the following literature provides an insight into the literary aspect of this topic
[bookmark: _GoBack]The book titled Media and Criminal Justice Policy: Recent Research and Social Effectsauthored by R Surette, provide interesting ideas about how media and criminal justice develop social cultures (Surette). Though a little old, Surette’s insights remain worthy with respect to law-making in media and criminal justice and what trends they follow, when it comes to developing a social order. 
Similar to this, JS Wright has attempted to explore a judge’s perception of the media portrayal of the judiciary (Wright). In his article titled A Judge’s View: the news media and criminal justice Wright opines that media-related incidents are a little critical, and has attempted to broaden the horizon for this research. Some consider Wright’s opinion as the founding element to view the relation between Media and criminal justice policy, but there are some who also believe his view as a little more critical.
P Schlesinger; H Timbers’ book titled Reporting Crime: The Media Politics of Criminal Justice is a worthy read to understand the relational dynamics of media politics and criminal justice (Schlesinger and Tumber). The authors have worked over to find about the inherent discord between media and criminal justice and have argued that media held political importance when it comes to relating it to criminal justice.
	Billy Henson’s article titled Special Issue Introduction: The Impact of the Media in Criminal Justice is related to introducing the latest trends about the impact of media over the criminal justice system (Henson). In the article, he has based the arguments over the notion that social dynamics and political dynamics are the building blocks for perception making in media. For him, other social values and societal norms held secondary importance. 


Research Questions
Being a broader domain this area can be studied through different manners and by applying different approaches. Considering the primary literature published about this topic, this research will answer two research questions which are as follow
· How media influence the perceptions of decision making?
· How criminal justice is influenced by the media projection of criminal incidents?
Research design
The proposed research will be qualitative in nature. Research techniques such as analysis, observations and focused group discussion will be used to conduct research. 
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