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The Rise and fall of the Islamic State
[bookmark: _GoBack]1. The causes of conflict in Syria and involvement of IS are the bad economic and worsened human conditions. Prior to the conflict eruption in Syria, the people who were living there faced sewer economic conditions. Many among the population believed that Bashar al- Assad’s regime remained failed in providing better societal and economic conditions to people in Syria. There are also some policy analysts who believe that the rise of IS and the start of conflict in Syria is linked to the Arab Spring (Syria’s civil war explained from the beginning n.d.). Similarly, the traces of IS could be found from the start of the present century. The group has taken hold of the circumstances in Iraq and Syria because of the power vacuum created with the departure of US forces.
The political causes of the rise of Islamic State date back to the 2003 attack of the United States in Iraq. Since then the region has witnessed various sectarian violence. The sectarian aspect of this war created an environment favorable for the terrorists who were believed to be residing in that region. These fights circumvented with the expansion of the Islamic fighting group. Since the region was already war-ridden therefore the small rebel groups joined the Islamic state. Some social conflict expert argues that weak economic conditions coupled with societal distractions resulted in such enormous up emergence of the IS (Cronin 2019). 
2. The conflict in Syria is more of a political nature. The world's mighty powers are all in any way are a party to this conflict. They have eyed this region from long ago just to raise some material gains or in other words the political gains. As Armstrong believe that the conflict dynamics are so complex (Armstrong 2014), therefore it remains difficult to gauge whether the culture or the religion alone are the drivers of this conflict. Considering the contemporary dynamics of the conflict, it appears that neither the culture nor the religion is at the heart of this conflict. Although a specific religion has remained on the losing edge, since the start of this conflict, still many believe that politics is the real driver in this conflict. The active involvement of the US, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Iran and Turkey, and the war pattern are the proof of the facts that conflict has from long ago diverted from the cultural and religious aspect. 
3. The rise of the Islamic State could simply be related to the geographical dynamics of the region. After the United States war in Iraq in 2003, the region gradually turned into a hot spot for global terrorist organizations (Jadaliyya n.d.). It remains unclear that why abruptly the Islamic State started mass killings of the innocent citizens. In light of the ISIS agenda, and the manner in which they have targeting people all across the world, it appears that it conforms to each dynamic of extremism, fundamentalism, and terrorism.  
Extremism in the sense that they have not been part of any dialogue with any other party in the region. They have been parts and parcels of those who tend to promote violence and conflicting ideologies. Fundamentalism in the sense that many renowned Islamic scholars have negative opinions about their agenda. The learned Islamic scholars argue that the Islamic State's agenda is in a total clash with the teachings of Islam. These scholars argue that Islamic ideology not in any sense supports violence. Lastly, it is terrorism in the sense that the Islamic State has involved in violent attacks on many peaceful people around the world. The attacks in the Turkish capital of Istanbul, Belgium, and Paris are all examples of ISIS led to terrorist incidents.
4. The above-mentioned analysis suggests that ISIS will have strong roots in areas of conflict. For example, there is a wide believe that IS have strong links with Al- Qaeda in Afghanistan and with Boko Haram in Nigeria (UN envoy n.d.). Such facts suggest that ISIS is not totally destructed. Since they have collaborated with new fighting forces in different parts of the world, so there are many chances that they can retreat with new strategies and fighting tactics. Such types of conflict can only be dealt with building a new ideological narrative. The use of force can just enhance the conflicts and is not the solution to any problem. For this reason, people who have expertise in conflict resolution should be sought after and a new narrative should be built to deal with the menace of terrorism and extremism. 
Counterterrorism strategies can only work in destroying the material possession of the terrorist forces. There are examples in the world where it is evident that the counter-terrorism strategies have just ignited violence. For example in the case Pakistan, the violence is still there, although their forces have destroyed almost completely the terror networks operating there. Tamil Nadu was completely eliminated from Syria, but still, there are people who believe in their narrative. Therefore counter-terrorism strategies if coupled with the emergence of new nonviolent ideologies can serve the purpose. Similarly, the conflict interventions and transformation can work to some extent and not completely solve the purpose.
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