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Single Parent Communication Issues
Introduction:
[bookmark: _GoBack]             Parents play an essential role in forming the behavioral and personality patterns of child. The primary intergenerational relationship in every family is the relation between the parent and child. Both parents play a critical role in raising a confident child. The communication between child and parent plays a lasting impact on children. But the communication patterns get altered if child gets raised by single parent. Warmth and control are the two primary dimensions that play role in effecting communication between parent and child. Warmth is associated with care, support, involvement and responsiveness; on the other hand control is attributed by discipline and setting limitations.  These two components of communication affects the child outcomes regarding confidence, communication, self-concept and self-control.  But these warmth and control focused communication patterns get severely damaged by the parental separation or support. Also the children born in families with single families despite of gender or demographics suffer from communication difficulties. It becomes difficult for both parents to maintain stable communication with children and the other ex-partner.  This paper discusses the communication issues faced by single parents. 
            Stress and loneliness are the common issues faced by the single parents, as they lack support from the other parent in raising a child. Raising a child on by single parent is not easy. Being with other partner provides any advantages in raising a child.  These parents often lack social support from the families and peers. The lack of financial support is more common in single mothers as they usually have to raise child without child-support from the fathers (Segrin & Flora, 2011). 
Time management issues:
Single parents are usually bound with their tough work routines and can’t spend enough time with kids which effects their communication patterns(Horowitz, 1994). Also if child is moving between the mother and father, the parental communication with child gets effected.  Residential-parent usually gets to spend time with child in the working days while non-residential parent usually spend the weekends with the children. The residential parent is responsible for raising and maintaining the activities of child, like homework, preparing lunch etc. It becomes their primary concern to care about wellbeing of child, these parents complain of not getting fun time spend with child and fun communication gets effected by that Similarly nonresidential parent suffers from not having enough authority in making rules as child lives away from them. 
Parental Competition:
 After divorce or breakup the communication between the parents gets compromised and start to live in competition from each other. That alters the communication parents. Children get effected by the competition as both parents start to strive to become better parents then the other parents. This situation can result in lowering the levels of control over the child. In opposite scenario parent competition can result in fighting that negatively affects the communication the child.
Partner Hurt: 
It is important for children to communicate to their parents their true feelings. Often child cannot talk about one parent without hurting the other parent. This hurt makes a child feel guilty for talking about the other parent, which effects the communication of child with parents. 
Rules of residential parents:
The residential parents are ones that create most of the rules for a child. They set timings and meeting durations for the child they are majorly responsible for providing care.  This creates the communication for the nonresidential parent for meeting a child(Yarosh, “Denise” Chew, & Abowd, 2009). 
Distance issues:
Parents fail to maintain a healthy relation with child due to distance issues which creates barrier for them to maintain a healthy communication with the child in terms of staying aware of the activities of the child and contacting a child without effecting the flow of the residential parent’s house flow. Often parents don’t feel satisfied with the use of technology in maintain communication with child. 
Handling Issues: 
The communication issues can be resolves by creating set of boundaries for the child. Both parents also need to communicate about the rules and issues for the betterment of the child. Each parent needs to understand with co-operation they both can make better contribution in life of the child. Both parents also need to make their communication patterns better with each other better. This will allow them both to create rules for child with consent. They can also take help from professional counselor to resolve the communication issues. 
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