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Psycholinguistics
‘First Language Acquisition’ or commonly identified as the Child Language Acquisition is a procedure whereby kids from the early period through initial school years acquire their 1st language. The term 1st Language Acquisition can be talked about as the field that explores the procedure through which kids grow to use small words and sentences in their 1st language, to converse with other individuals.
A number of theories and methodologies have been established throughout the course of previous years struggling to study and investigate how do youngsters acquire their mother language. Here we will identify 2 major concepts that elucidate the learning procedure of the child’s 1st language: Behaviorism and Nativist or Innateness theory. These two theories are also referred to as nature versus nurture theories.  
Behaviorist theory of language is a psychology based educational way of thought, founded on the notion that conduct can be studied scientifically devoid of deliberation of mental conditions. The principal assumption is that learning is influenced exclusively by bodily variables, for instance, ecological or substantial fortification. By terminating the effect of cerebral variables, scientists that belonged to the behaviorist school of thought suggest that self-determination is a delusion and that answers can be found and habituated. Significant facts important to the growth of these theories take account of Ivan Pavlov, John B. Watson and B. F. Skinner (Reimann, 2018).
The behaviorist theorists believe that babies acquire spoken linguistic from other human role models by a method including imitation, rewards, and practice. As soon as a youngster endeavors verbal language or replicates the sounds or speaking patterns they are frequently acclaimed and given love for their hard work. As a consequence, admiration and love turn out to be rewarded. On the other hand, the behaviorist theory is analyzed for a diversity of motives.
The mentalist learning theory gives emphasis to the part of the mind in the linguistic acquisition by arguing that human being is born with an instinctive and natural capability to learn languages. The theory was headed by Noam Chomsky and ascended in reply to B. F. Skinner's fundamental behaviorism. The fundamentals of this theory can be found in the origins of the mentalist learning theory back to psychology and illuminate how it is unlike the behaviorism (Spino & Loewen, 2018). Youngsters learning how to speak do not ever make grammatical mistakes, for example, having their subjects, verbs, and objects in an erroneous manner. If a grownup intentionally said a grammatically inappropriate sentence, the kid would notice that. Kids every so often utter things that are not correct grammatically for instance ‘mama ball', which they cannot have learned submissively. Mistakes just like ‘I drew' as an alternative of ‘I drew’ display they are not learning by imitation only. Chomsky made use of the sentence ‘colorless green ideas sleep furiously’, which is syntactic even though it doesn’t seem sensible, to demonstrate his theory: he said it illustrates that utterances can be grammatically deprived of having any sense (“Theories of the early stages of language acquisition,” n.d.). That we can point the dissimilarity between a grammatical and an ungrammatical utterance deprived of ever having caught the sentence in the past, and that we can generate and comprehend spanking new utterances that nobody has said in advance ever.
The new technology of brain imaging, just like MRIs and fMRIs have as well permitted researchers to look at the brains of youngsters and patients with disorders related to language-acquisition to apprehend this complex incident. An fMRI can trail at what point and at what times our brains use energy. If a specific fragment of your brain lights up during the time you’re learning a language, that fragment of the brain is consuming energy, and in this perspective could be connected to language-acquisition. Unquestionably we learn by the passage of time and not at the same time, consequently, there is a boundary to what we can learn by means of imaging which signifies the brain in a single instant.
 The two theories of nature and nurture have presented some valid and some invalid or such points that cannot be proved. As in nature theory, scientists believe that the language is God-given and is a process that is solely inbuilt in the brain of a child since birth. This is purely a sweeping statement, and cannot be proved. Similarly, behaviorist theory also seems to have its drawbacks such as I say that language is the result of imitation, and no mental processing is involved, which proves to be wrong when it comes to wrong sentence structures produced by kids. 
The theory of behaviorism or mentalism though have their shortcomings yet they cannot be totally denied. The reason is that many of the points that they make are evidence-based. Such as the behaviorists state that the child learns the language through his surroundings, this is true in a sense that the child hears the words in his surroundings and adopts them. When he makes the correct use of these words or the utterances, people respond to him and even appreciate him thus giving him a positive stimulus. This proves that language is learned by behaviorism to some extent. On the other hand, any of the modern researches have shown that the energy in the brain is traced while someone utters a word or makes an utterance. This depicts that some brain activity is involved in language learning. Though there has been going on lots of research regarding this matter, yet enough pieces of evidence are not found until today to support which theory is correct and which one is not.
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