Section I: Introduction 
Every day, more than twenty-five people lose their lives in the United States due to road accidents involving an impaired driver, i.e., one death per hour (National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 2017). The annual cost of such accidents is more than $40 billion (Blincoe et al., 2015). In the year 2016, approximately ten thousand people died in accidents due to impaired driving. It amounts to twenty-eight percent of the all accident related deaths in the country (National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 2017). In about sixteen percent of such accidents, alcohol (both legal and illegal) is involved whereas twenty-five percent include marijuana users (Compton et al., 2015). In 2017, twenty-percent of the road accident deaths occurred due to drunk drivers (Drunk Driving Fatality Statistics, n.d.).
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Public health is the science of developing systems for creating conditions that encourage healthy behaviors, prevent disease, and promote health across the entire population (Ashton & Seymour, 1988). Examples of public health efforts include discouraging tobacco use (Bero, 2003), creating smoke-free environments, preventing injury, and preparing for emergency (Friedan, 2010), to name a few. The legislator devises public policies to improve the health of entire population. Therefore, the stakeholders of a public health policy include the legislator itself, coalition members, funding agencies, partners, and the taxpayers or general public (Freedman et al., 2009). 

Section II: Legislative Policy on Impaired Driving 
California expanded its ignition interlock device program statewide, starting January 1st 2019 (“Statewide Ignition Interlock Device Pilot Program”, n.d.). Previously, ignition interlock device restrictions were left open to the discretion of a judge with a mandatory thirty-days suspension of the driving license. The convicted drivers are only allowed to go to certain places during the suspension period such as school, work, and driving-under-influence school (“Statewide Ignition Interlock Device Pilot Program”, n.d.). However, this program compels the drinking-while-intoxicated convicted drivers to get an ignition interlock device installed in their vehicle before getting their driving privileges reinstated (“Statewide Ignition Interlock Device Pilot Program”, n.d.). Also, under the program, the device continuation period increases with the number of convictions. 
[image: ]
Therefore, the best choice for the drivers to avoid the device getting in the vehicle is not to get convicted in the first place (“New California DUI Ignition Interlock Device Laws 2019 | Solution Law,” n.d.). The program will remain effective till January 2026. If deemed effective, the program will be continued (“Statewide Ignition Interlock Device Pilot Program”, n.d.). 

Section III: Non-legislative Policy on Impaired Driving 
Mass media campaigns have always been an effective tool of promoting pubic healthcare programs (Noar, 2006). Traditionally, media has been divided into three categories (Edelman & Salsberg, 2010). Paid media includes conventional advertising. Earned media is what is achieved for free, such as through news, etc. Owned media includes channels or properties owned by advertisers. Examples include broacher and websites. Mass media uses a combination of all three media types. With the passage of time, growth of social media has further lubricated the option with more diversity (Noar, 2006; Gil de Zúñiga et al., 2012). For these reasons, media has successfully been playing an effective role in spreading public awareness on the consequences of drunk driving (Gold et al., 2011; Hamm et al., 2014; Livingston et al., 2013).

Section IV: Evaluation 
The Center for Disease Control recommended use of ignition interlocks for all convicted driving-while-intoxicated offenders (“Policy Impact: Alcohol Impaired Driving”, n.d.). Also known as car-breathalyzers, ignition interlocks are devices preventing persons who have consumed alcohol from driving (“Statewide Ignition Interlock Device Pilot Program”, n.d.). These devices can be installed in vehicles, typically after a driver is convicted driving-while-intoxicated (Teoh et al., 2018). As per the past literature on the success of ignition interlocks, it is clear that they reduce the rate of re-arrest of the (once convicted) drivers by a median of sixty-seven percent (Teoh et al., 2018). Also, it is proven that people with installed ignition interlocks had fewer road crashed in comparison to the drivers whose license had been suspended on the conviction of driving-while-intoxicated (Teoh et al., 2018). As per a report, more than sixteen thousand ignition interlocks were installed in California in 2017 (“Ignition Interlocks Laws in the United States of America,” 2018). In between June 2006 and December 2017, installation of the ignition interlocks prevented more than two hundred thousand attempts to drive while under influence or being intoxicated (“Ignition Interlocks Laws in the United States of America,” 2018). 
Among the studies on use of mass media and social media tools in effectively combating accidents due to impaired driving, data indicates that campaigns working on reducing alcohol use are much more successful than the campaigns working on tobacco or illicit drugs (Noar, 2006; Derzon & Lipsey, 2002). Recently, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration of California has started programs to eliminate drunk drivers from the road (“Administration,” n.d.). Its programs primarily consist of State safety grant programs, public awareness campaigns, and research (“Administration,” n.d.). Also, studies show that messages such as “DUI: The $8866 Hangover” (Yadav & Kobayashi, 2015) and “Drunk Drivers Should be Barred” (Epperlein, 1987) have helped in making campaigns emphasizing on the consequences of alcohol-induced driving successful.

Section V: Concluding Remarks
Both legislative and non-legislative policies must be employed in an attempt to reduce and prevent the consequences of impaired driving on the roads of California. Such a policy mix will help the State to prevent injury, and prepare for emergency (Friedan, 2010). 
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