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Response to Annabel Lee
Annabel Lee is a famous poem by Edgar Ellen Poe which was published quickly after his death in 1849. Edgar Ellen Poe is similar to the young Romantic poets of England in the sense that they all lived for a short time but their literature earned remarkable fame. Keats died of tuberculosis and he was haunted by the fear of death and repentance, but Poe has a different attitude towards death: he looks at death as an opportunity to meet his beloved.
This poem is a dramatic monologue where one narrator narrates his feelings of compassion towards his beloved. Poe's biography indicates that the poem is sharply autobiographic. Poe’s young wife died of tuberculosis in 1847 when she was 24 after spending 11 years with him. Poe used to look at her as his only consolation in his life. He had many admirers and female friends, but his true companion was his wife Virginia who was young, beautiful and loving. Poe could not stabilize him after her death. He wrote to a friend that he was not able to hold his sanity after his only beloved died unexpectedly when she entered her actual youth-hood. He died soon after Virginia in 1849 and the poem was discovered. Such incidents prove that it is an autobiographical poem. Poe’s attitude towards death is not of fear or repentance. He is under the influence of death, but he is still keeping himself busy in admiring his beloved. He narrates a story about how he met a maiden Annabel Lee. He was fourteen years old than his wife and instead of making her more mature he becomes a child with her. He takes pleasure saying: “I was a child and she was a child” (Annabel Lee, N.P). Then he glamorizes his relationship with that childish girl. He says that they were in such a love relationship that even angels were envy and they sent a cold breeze to bring her to heavens. Then he follows saying that neither angels in heaven nor demons under the earth can push them to loveless. The narrator sees his beloved in the moon and stays with her grave to enter it when the time comes.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Annabel Lee although expresses the poet’s feelings of despair, but it has been written in a happy and confident mood. The poet does not let the poem unrhymed albeit the meter keeps changing in every line that could be an intentional attempt by the poet to express his unstable mind. It is the same feature of the poem where we feel from the poet’s agony.


Works Cited
"Annabel Lee By Edgar Allan Poe." Poetry Foundation. N. p., 2019. Web. 4 Nov. 2019.


