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The Internet and The World of Deviance
The world of deviance was definitely “put on steroids” around 1989 when the use of the internet started catching fire among the masses. While this deviant behavior has always been prevalent in society, the entire process became a nightmare overnight with the integration of the internet. Bullying, that took place in school corridors and park corners shifted to online chat and communication platforms, where people can say whatever they wanted to say to someone without looking them in the eye or seeing them in person. This evolved into a phenomenon of its own that we call cyberbullying (Whittaker & Kowalski, 2015).
Cybercrime also became a serious criminal concern overnight, with people having their credit card information and identity stolen. This was done for nefarious purposes that involved monetary exploitation of an individual for personal gain (Reyns & Henson, 2016). 
With cybercrime becoming a very real phenomenon, the idea of hacking into a personal computer to illegally access the camera and uploading personal sexual interactions on pornographic websites is also becoming more and more common today. This includes young impressionable teenager’s being groomed and catfished by older men into being sexually exploited through sexting, among other things (Lareki, de Morentin, Altuna, & Amenabar, 2017).
The Internet has made social deviance and the ability of an individual to indulge in deviant behavior rather easier. Between the internet, mobile applications and social media and widespread outreach across the globe the prevalence of deviant behavior online isn’t going to cease anytime soon (Stalans & Finn, 2016). Add in the effects of peer pressure, one that motivates individuals to follow their peer’s activities online and replicate their behavior just because it is “fun”. This results in such deplorable behavior online, where killing someone and streaming it live over Instagram or posting it on Snapchat is no longer an issue. These nefarious designs only pave way for something deplorable, a deviant manifestation that we cannot control (McCoy, Dimler, Samuels, & Natsuaki, 2019).
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