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Poem Analysis Essay
In this essay, we will be analyzing the inspirational poem Phenomenal Woman written by Maya Angelou. She published her poem in 1978, and since then it is used as a reference and inspiration for the women around the globe who have been facing the criticism on their shape and color.  In this poem, the poet describes her qualities which make her a phenomenal woman. The phenomenal word used in the poem means remarkable, exceptionally beautiful or stunning qualities of a woman. Poet thinks that the color of the skin cannot judge beauty and it's a wrong concept that only those woman are Phenomenal who have fair skin and attractive figure. As the poet herself does not have a fair skin hence throughout the poem, she gives many arguments to prove herself as a phenomenal woman regardless of her skin color or body shape. The primary argument that has been touched in this poem is the backward thinking of our society. People think women with perfect body shapes and beautiful tone color, only they are considered to be phenomenal, but this is not the case, every woman whether she is fat or have a dark tone color they all are regarded as phenomenal women.
In the first stanza of the poem, the poet calls the pretty women of the society who have fair skin. The poet uses the words that pretty women wonder that how I am beautiful without fair skin and beautiful shape. The poet says the secret of her beauty is in her womanhood. The way she stretches her arm, her style of taking long steps or the curves of her body and lips makes her beautiful. The lovely and mesmerizing smile of the poet makes her Phenomenal and an attractive woman. In the second stanza of the poem, the poet refers to men metaphorically as the hive of honey bees. She says whenever I walk into the room men bend down on their knees or watch me with admiration. She says it's like I am the queen honey bee and all the other bees are following me. The poet reveals that her sparkling or passionate eyes, a flash of her smiling white teeth, her swinging waist or the rhythm in her feet makes the men follow her. All these features make the poet beautiful and attractive than the fair skin pretty ladies. Americans today tend to believe that women with fair skin color or perfect body shapes are phenomenal, but actually, it's the womanhood and the traits of every single woman which contributes in making her mesmerizingly exceptional.  
In the third stanza poet entirely talks about the typical men of our society who cannot see the inner mystery of the poet. Here this word is used as the reference to the inner beauty of the heart. The poet says that these typical men are like the pretty ladies of our society and they cannot see the attraction or beauty of my inner soul. They cannot touch or understand it. In the final stanza, the poet concludes that now the pretty ladies have understood very clearly that what makes me attractive or beautiful. The poet says that now they have come to know that why my head’s not bowed because she is fully confident about herself, her body or her color. She does not have to jump or make noise to gain the attraction of the men. Her palms shape, her beautiful hairstyle, the sound of her heels and her beautiful soul is enough to make her phenomenal. Yet the careful analysis of the poem reveals that the thinking of our society is backward. We tend to see the outer beauty of the women instead of her womanhood and attractive inner soul (Fabiano). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The poem Phenomenal Woman is a challenging and thought-provoking. Which helps the readers to change their thoughts and standards of beauty. The poem mainly attacks the traditional concept of attractiveness and clearly states that every woman is beautiful because of their unique traits and body features, which makes them Phenomenal Women. In short, with its transformational concepts, this poem can easily change the minds of the reader and our present society. Women are not limited to their body parts only they are much more than that they are enigmatic and are capable of defining their own unique beauty (Permatasari).  
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