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Social Exploration: Ixcanul 
Around the globe, there are millions of cultures, which people follow and have associations with because it is their identity. For this paper, ‘Ixcanul’, movie is selected because of the reason that this depicts the Mayan culture and reflects a life of women bounded in ancestral beliefs and traditions. Women have to follow cultural patterns and they cannot challenge them because of their gender divisions and patriarchal societies, for whom honor is everything. 
Ixcanul
Societies that follow a particular traditional-cultural pattern are most likely to be patriarchal societies show dominancy over the opposite gender (Alam, 2010). It is not important that in a patriarchal society only men have a typical mindset towards women, there are other women who have a patriarchal mindset. Both men and women in a patriarchal society believe that men have a superior place in society and women are inferior; maybe because of the differences in their gender roles and their physical features. This movie shows cultural patterns that may be considered as ill-actions from a sociological perspective and it is not important that all cultures have unique and valuable cultures, not necessarily.
 Mayan culture is depicted in this movie that shows that girls get married at their early ages and they are sometimes exposed to intimate relations before their marriage. Ixcanul's movie shows that how power is misused to suppress those who are considered as superior because of their gender. Feminism and patriarchy are two theories that are reflected in this movie. Are age marriages in some cultures such as Mayan culture are some of long-existing issues of feminism and these issues are the result of misuse of power of patriarchy. 
Women are culturally labeled as those workers who have to work within the boundaries of their homes, and they are not allowed to go out of their walls. Maria in this move was the central role who was going to get married and the decision was to be made by her parents. This does not reflect arranged marriages, but it shows early marriage for benefit of families in terms of wealth. However, Maria does not show any interest in getting married to any man, she wanted to explore a new world and she ties her interests with Pepe. Both desire to explore a new world and travel to other States. A point comes when Maria realizes that she is pregnant, and she is being abandoned by Pepe which changes her situation. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]At this point of movie, I was expecting that her parents after knowing that she is pregnant would chop her or do something for abortion, but it was different, they showed no as such immunity towards societal constraints of patriarchy. Rather she gets suggestions that walking during pregnancy helps for well-being of both baby and mother. While walking in her fields, she gets beaten by a snake and her parents rush her to hospital, later she comes to know that she has lost her child and believes on that news. The problem for Maria’s family is their language and their only means of communication is Igianca with whom she was going to get married (Bustamante, 2015). He misinterprets that her child has died while that news was not real, her baby was alive, which Maria never knew that it was a lie and that were Igianca’s misdeeds. 
Ending movies with a depressing scene tends a person to think about the societal constraints for women and how male-power is used against women in their society. I believe that this movie portrayed, how in Mayan culture men can use their power against suppressed people especially women in such cultures. Some cultural patterns are shaped in a way that they lead to suppressions, discrimination, and inequalities towards women, who are thought to be inferior as compared to men. These notions have to be challenged by women like Maria and her mother stood for themselves by desiring to live a life beyond the volcano. 
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