SURNAME      

Name of student
Name of institution
Name of instructor
Date 

Analysis
Of all the reasons that Segal has given in his article, the one that looks realistic is the evil of technology. It is true that technology is something that has come with great challenges. The excuse only works when one has finished the assignment though they failed to submit as a result of faulty technology. Many people have had access to technology, and they know the fact that sometimes the system can fail. It is easier for them to believe this excuse because most of the people have faced the challenge in real life. When a student says that they experienced problems with their computer or printer, it is easier for the professor to excuse the student because they have been in the situation at one point in life.
The use of the grandfather dying is an excuse that many students have developed over the years. Segal says that it is an excuse that is common in most of the countries. Students have been able to get permission to be out of school yet the grandfather is still alive. Some reasons can explain why students feel that the use of this excuse works best for them. The first reason is that they get the attention and sympathy that they require. When one makes the teacher to feel sorry for something like death the n he or she can easily excuse the student for some time. The student will not only get the best time they need but will also avoid submitting assignments. Another reason is that the grandfather is not always present where the other families members are and therefore reaching them can be hectic.
Apart from the examples given by Segal, there are other excuses that students bring about technology that makes the teacher understand their situations. Technology contains more than one tool that one can use as an excuse. One can say that they do not have a computer of their own and the one they always use was away.  The teacher can easily understand this and even extend the submission so that they can finish their homework. When a computer breaks down with the information that you were typing it becomes very hard for you to continue with the work. Another way that one can use technology is the loss of a computer. The student can claim that their computer has been stolen when they were at the library. This will not only make the teacher to be sympathetic but also add the student time to submit the assignment.
In this piece, the major idea that Segal is trying to pass across is the fact that students can be very cunning. They need to be aware that students can use excuses like the death of a grandfather which is not real to win the heart of the teacher. He means that the teacher must ensure that every excuse they can get from the students might as a well be a means of getting away from the impending punishment. The idea in this piece is also to inform students that most of the methods they use are very common.
I feel that the piece can influence my behavior to change for the better. Since I already know that teachers have an idea of the things that we use to lie to them, it is only good that I stick to the rules and regulations of the school. The reading will also make me feel very uncomfortable cheating a teacher because I have an idea that the teacher can pin me down. The culture of asking for excuses is over because most of the teachers know about the methods that the students can use.  
