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Lesson #4
How do the popular media and our class differ with regard to a definition of the word CULT?
At times it appears that question a lot of answers, and it’s difficult to give the precise definition. Still ‘cult’ has an accurate definition or in fact, many precise definitions. The most popular and widely used definition is that it is a religious or spiritual group. (Cult Definition). The media interpretation of the term is however restricted to the use of the term for the religious or the spiritual groups, that most of the times are presented in a negative light. 
From your text, what are some of the characteristics of high demand cults?
          The main focus of the group is its leader, and his followers appear to show extremely zealous wholehearted obligation. The group is anxious about getting new followers and making money. Enquiring, uncertainty, and disagreement are dispirited or even penalized (Checklist of HDG Characteristics).
What were some of the beliefs and lifestyle characteristics of Heaven’s Gate Cult?
          Marshall Herff Applewhite and Bonnie Lu Nettles created Heaven's Gate, which was a cult that "included Christian and few Theosophical principles with philosophies in Martians. They thought that they were from the heaven/ the Next Level, to discover people who would offer themselves to getting ready for the spacecraft that would leave them to heaven. The followers had to leave behind their family, and friends, etc. (Heaven’s Gate - Rituals, World, Body, Life, Beliefs, Time, Person, Human). 
From a psychological standpoint, how did the leader of Heaven’s Gate project his internal conflicts onto the cult beliefs and lifestyle choices? Is Heaven’s gate an example of a high demand religion?
          On March 26, 1997, in San Diego, the 39 dead bodies of men and women were found who committed mass suicide.  Headed by Marshall Applewhite, the Heaven's Gate cult thought that a spaceship was coming. The followers had to leave their corporeal bodies after them to get restoration in an interstellar “Kingdom of Heaven” (Heaven’s Gate: The End | Journal of Computer-Mediated Communication | Oxford Academic).
Provide a brief description of both the WACO Texas Branch Davidians and Jonestown cults. What did they have in common and how did they differ? (You will want to research these two groups before answering this question.) Are these example of high demand cults?
          Although detached by almost 15 years and many miles, Jonestown, Guyana, and Waco, Tex., were the disastrous conclusions of movingly alike happenings formed by 2 odd pastors who fabricated to be more than corporeal. Jim Jones and David Koresh journeyed some of the same ways in the direction of their last journey, obsessed by a lust for authority and worship. However, by the end, it was firing that followed them and their followers no place to run (“NEWS ANALYSIS”).
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