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Question No 1: What similarities and differences do the Women’s story share?
Answer: Both the women, Lorena Bobbitt and Hedda Nussbaum share the same story of being battered by their partner. They lived in a disturbing and abusive relationship and became the victim of hate crime. They were severely battered by their husbands. But in Lorena’s case, she was sexually assaulted and continuously raped by her husband John, therefore she severed her husband’s penis with a kitchen knife while he was asleep (“Lorena Bobbitt,” n.d.). In Hedda’s case, she could not do anything in her defense rather she kept living in an abusive relationship.
Question No 2: When an abusive relationship results in serious bodily harm and/or death to the abuser or a third person, what duty, if any, does the victim of abuse bear towards the person harmed or killed?
Answer: Abusive relationship can inflict lasting effects or traumas on victims and on the third person involved in the relationship and that could be a child or any family member. At this point, the abuse bearer should make sure that the third person is safe and should take serious safety measures to save that person from being abused. It’s the duty of the victim to forward a report to the concerned protective authorities.
Question No 3: Did Hedda and Lorena have a duty towards anyone other than themselves? If yes, discuss the duty and whether each woman should have been punished for failing in her duty. If no, explain why no duty existed?
Answer: They do have a duty towards others than themselves because it is not only them who are the victims of abuse rather it’s the whole surrounding that is involved in that abuse. If one is in an abusive relationship that it will affect the third person and in this case of Lorena and Hedda, Hedda was supposed to take care of her eight-year-old child. She had the duty of promptly reporting the crime to the police as her child too was battered by her husband (Prah, 2006). She was supposed to leave the house with her child or if not her then she must have sent her daughter to a safer place as there are several child protection organizations working to tackle such cases.

Question No 4: Does the battered women’s syndrome/abuse defense give victims an excuse to injure or kill their partners when they stay in abusive relationships for several years rather than leave? Explain
Answer: When someone starts a serious relationship or someone is in a marriage than circumstances changes as both the partners try to hold onto the relation as much as possible. But when the relationship becomes toxic, one should not think of saving the relationship instead, he/she should leave right at that moment (Callahan, n.d.). No one has the right to force his/her partner into a relationship he/she does not want as this is the fundamental right of that person. Instead of using battered women’s syndrome as an excuse, they could have left their partners or report to higher authorities about the violence. The battered women would not have to kill their partners if they stood against the violence in the first place. There were a possibility and a chance of leaving their partners instead of becoming the victim. 
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