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Intelligence Analysis and Information Processing
                    Homeland security is a critical function of the federal government in any country. In the US the Department of Homeland security (DHS) deals with information processing and the intelligence analysis to combat the security concerns in the country. But often information processing and intelligence analysis are confused with each other when they are entirely separate entities.    
                            Information processing is the acquisition, organization, retrieval, and broadcasting of information that is obtained through the first hand and secondary resources. This information is based on the factual data, stats and information regarding the different dimensions of life that is concerned with the security of the country and its states("Chapter 1 — Central Intelligence Agency", 2019). The information is processed by the computer processors and is organized in the accessible format by the information processing department. Under the DHS, the Information processing system (FIPS) operates that deals with the acquisition of useful information it's organization and broadcasting.
                                On the other hand, intelligence is an acquisition of data and information from multiple resources which is then verified by the DHS for its authenticity, which is called intelligence analysis. This process involves the individuals who have knowledge regarding the fields of operations, strategy, and tactical intelligence to weigh the data and test the hypothesis in a secret socio-context.  The security agencies collect the information from a varied range of individuals and connect the similarities of their knowledge to create a shared truth. When the information obtained is not accurate it is referred to as intelligence error("What is Intelligence Analysis? | Security Degree Hub", 2019).  
                               Thus we can say that the information processing and intelligence analysis are the two most important functions of the homeland security agencies. These entities are interlinked and dependent on each other but in nature, they are different from each other. Finding and organizing the information, and the analysis of the intelligence for verification is essential to take the correct set of actions to secure the country from threats. 
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