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I. Introduction
a. Manifestations of Emancipation
b. Thesis Statement: If parents fail to meet the needs of children, the children ought to be empowered to enter into legal contracts and fulfill the fundamental needs. 
II. The significance of Emancipation of the Minor 
a) Ambiguities in the presence of step-parents or guardians
b) Comparing emancipated children’s rights over non-emancipated children
c)  Legal Constraints for Children
d) Common Reasons for seeking emancipation 
III. Empowerment of the Children as an Adult
a. Independence
   i. Liberty to exercise will
   ii. Freedom from abuse and acquisition of responsibility
   iii. Contractual Obligations
b. Legal responsibilities
IV. Conclusion
Emancipation is one of the primary ventures among other options which are also exercised by the government. The emancipation of minors is a significant legal matter that casts prominent impact in their life.



Emancipation of Minors
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Children under 18 are essentially deemed incompetent to enter to proceed with critical legal and personal affairs. It is a universal truth. However, law and judicial system also recognize the aspect which is manifested in the emancipation of minors. Emancipation has the potential to override these assumptions. The emancipated child is privileged and permitted to make a certain decision without the intervention or mandatory consent of the parents. In literal terms, it is a legal framework that allows the minor to become independent from the supervision of guardians or parents. The parents are also relieved from the responsibility of looking after their children. It is a legal framework of paramount significance. If parents fail to meet the needs of children, the children ought to be empowered to enter into legal contracts and fulfill the fundamental needs. 
 	To begin with, the emancipation of the minors appears as a trivial matter. The manifestation of the matter becomes complex in specific circumstances. There exist several intricate cases where ambiguity dominates the efficiency, applicability, and consequences of emancipation (Interactive). The process of Emancipation itself is a court procedure that involves allotting minors or teenagers legal independence from their guardians or parents, and subsequently awarded civil rights typical to that of adults except in cases prescribed by emancipation laws. These exceptions can vary from state to state and may involve rights such as being able to consume alcohol or vote. Step parents or step guardians, for instance, have to face distinct legal doctrines. The statutes observed in different states have imposed several obligations on the step-parents. Despite the complex circumstances, emancipation rightfully terminated all these statues(Emancipation of Minors | Emancipation of Minors | PALawHELP.Org - Your Online Guide to Legal Information and Legal Services in Pennsylvania). There exist legal constraints which must be observed by children to enter be liable for the acquisition of emancipation in true letter and spirits. 
	Legal guardians or parents are legally responsible for their children that have still to reach the age of maturity. The age of maturity can vary among states but is typically 18-19. Until that age, parents are required to provide food, shelter, and clothing, and decide which school their children will go to, where they will live and opt for the medical care they need. However, in the case of emancipation, the child's guardian or parent does not have the authority to make these decisions for the child. An emancipated minor is given the right to retain any earnings they may have, make the decision regarding where to live or what kind of medical treatment to receive (Bowden and Greenberg). Additionally, many of these rights can vary among states, but rights common to most states involve the right to enter into contracts that are legally binding, such as apartment rentals, real estate purchases, enrollment into school, applications for work permit, ability to be sued or sue, choices with regards to birth control or abortion. Furthermore, states place certain constraints on these given rights, which may include constraints on the right to quit school, marry without parental consent, obtain a driver’s license, purchase or drink alcohol or to vote. 
In addition, the sanction of emancipation is often a daunting task. The narrowness and subjectivity of the best interest cause the complexity in its nature. A wide range of cases pertains to the grant of emancipation because of either being a victim of abuse or being dissatisfied with the rules and roles of parents and guardians(Child Emancipation | Children’s Rights Council). All these instances reflect the significance of critical elements. The ramifications of the emancipation of the minor contribute towards the establishment of their life. In other words, an immature child steps into adult life to profoundly confront the adversities of life. Such sublime is the manifestation of the emancipation of the children under 18. It essentially empowers the children to become independent and start a new life. The following criterion is necessary to observe for the acquisition of emancipation (Miller et al.). The minor ought to be at least sixteen years old, a resident of the state and other aspects are considered by the judge. 
Among the most common reasons for emancipating children is child abuse; however, there are a range of other aims and motives for children to attain adult rights and responsibilities. Among those reasons is to allow children to work longer hours. For instance, producers and directors employ child actors who require to be present for extended periods of time, but child labor laws prevent them from doing so. Some minors may wish to work for high salary jobs that may involve heavier workloads, and to retain their income from work. Another reason is parental separation or relationship issues that may be affecting the lives of their children. Thus, minors can seek emancipation instead of being part of prolonged custody battles, which may help settle the proceedings. Emancipation may also be justified by minors if they wish to marry before the age of 18. Although the age of consent too varies among states, but there are certain laws within each state that have laws regarding statutory rape and restrictions in marriage to a minor by a person of a certain older age. Thus, emancipation will allow minors to bypass these restrictions and enter into a civil partnership with the other person. Furthermore, a minor who is enrolled in military service may seek emancipation in order to fulfill the requirements of service. Other reasons for emancipation include abandonment of parents' homes if they are not physically or financially caring, abusing the minor or his or her siblings, left home, or unable to fulfill their parental obligations. Economic independence is yet another prominent reason for minors to seek emancipation as it would allow them to retain their income. This occurs in cases when minors earn more than their parents or express concern about misuse or mismanagement of their earnings by the parent. 
	Moreover, it is noteworthy to present a critical appraisal of the subject. There are potential reasons that urge a young person to seek emancipation. At times, the minor is wealthy and requires emancipation solely for the purpose of the tax and financial implications (Staff). Some young people are emotionally or physically abused. Thus, they desire to get alienated from their parents, guardians or home. Emancipation is one of the primary ventures among other options which are also exercised by the government. It also enhances the significance of the practice and occurrence of the emancipation of the minor in comparison to the other procedures. The emancipation of minors also obligates the children to assume several responsibilities in the society. It completely changes the outlook of their life. 
	In most states, minors are protected by law from contractual obligations, unless they are emancipated or if they have a certain liability under tort law. In tort, minors have liabilities except in the case that the activity which violates tort laws are not related to some contractual enforcement. Conversely, minors hold the same adult rights and responsibilities, under tort or otherwise, if they are emancipated. In law, the act of emancipation is understood to be freeing a person from the bounds or controls of another. When minors legally get married after they have crossed the age of 18, they are considered emancipated from their parents, or if they are serving on active duty within the United States armed forces. Parents thus do not have control over the affairs of their children when they are emancipated and thus, by law, are also not legally mandated to pay for any damages under tort if their minor causes harm to someone else’s properties (Miller). 
	The rights that minors attain from emancipation also come with legal responsibilities. Any minor who has been emancipated will hence be liable for contractual obligations should they be breached after entering into them with another party, with no regard to the consideration that they were out of necessity or not. Many states allow emancipation to minors upon marriage but dictate certain restrictions and requirements that they have to comply with in order to do so. A court approval or parental consent is thus needed at a certain age for minors seeking emancipation through marriage. For instance, the state of California dictates that a minor must be accompanied by a legal guardian or parent, be 14 years old at least, and appear before a court of law (Michon). However, in certain cases, parents are still required by law to continue financially supporting their children or adult offspring through payments. There could be different reasons that a court may order so despite the fact that the child has attained emancipation. For instance, a divorce agreement between the parents that includes clauses and terms mandating one or both parents to financially support their child for a certain time period after adulthood, that the court may accept and order the obligation to be subsequently fulfilled, in spite of the minor being already emancipated (Washington). If an adult child has special needs that prevent them from taking adequate care of themselves, then a court may also order parents to financially or physically support their children.
To conclude, the emancipation of minors is a significant legal matter that casts prominent impact in their life. It is not only an imperative legal process but also necessitates the young emancipated persons to perform several duties.           
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