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Summaries Discussion board week 5
Response 1: Geography and history are linked forever as a geography of the land where all the events occur are considered as a part of history. Therefore historical geography contributes a lot in understanding the scripture. After reading the Old Testament geography, it is evident that the land of Israel which is situated at the intersection of three continents that is Asia, Africa, and Europe, serves as a canvas on which the messages of the Bible can be painted. Thus to understand the Bible it is important to understand the Biblical geography because the events mentioned in the Bible are related specifically to the geographical location and time where they have occurred (Gutierrez, Hulshof, & Cartwright, 2016).
Response 2: To understand the bible it is important to understand the history behind all the events mentioned in it. Historical context helps us in understanding what motivated people to act in a certain way as they did. Similarly, each word of the bible has a history behind it that refers to the circumstances prevailing in that era. The knowledge of historical context helps in creating a scene that will help the reader to interpret the meaning of God’s word as words will start becoming meaningful when one knows the circumstances behind it (Gutierrez, Hulshof, & Cartwright, 2016).
Response 3: Bible contains several types of genres these are narrative, law poetry, history, wisdom, and prophecy. It is important to understand the genre one is reading because of the way one perceives this genre helps him or her in interpreting different passages of the scripture. It is, therefore necessary to understand the literary context of the verse that one is reading as it provides an insight into the background and idea of an event to the reader that helps in interpreting the literature thus preventing the misinterpretations (Gutierrez, Hulshof, & Cartwright, 2016).
Response 4: Although a single word coveys very little information it is therefore important to do a word study to understand the concept effectively. While discussing the Bible as the time changes most of the words have vanished so it is difficult to interpret each word to understand God’s word (Hulshof & Cartwright, pg. 135). To do the word study some steps need to be followed to grasp the meaning behind the word. These steps are: Choosing the word that one needs to study, assemble information about the location of the word in a text that one is studying, examine the word, and use a dictionary.  
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