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[bookmark: _GoBack]In the book, ‘The World is Flat’ Thomas Friedman examined the influences that shape the competition and businesses in the modern-day world which is powered by technology. The article serves as an alert for the government as well as the businesses as they strive to stay ahead in the cut-throat competition. The book created a significant impact in the West as it provided a comprehensible analysis of the recent trends of globalization, its social and economic outcomes, and an influential cultural image of globalization. A significant idea is discussed in the books, which he called as ‘Ambition Gap’. The author is of the view that, the Americans are not ambitious enough when compared to other developed countries of the world. It is crucial to understand the notion raised by Friedman because ambition guarantees the successful future of any nation. Without realizing the importance of ambition, it is not possible for America to continue being the top leading country of the world. I agree with the author as in today's world the Americans have become lethargic and unambitious. In my view, the actual reason that the diminish of ambition is the perception of people belonging to different financial categories. Not only are the poor giving up on dreams, but the rich community has also quit dreaming. Both economic classes are not ambitious now, but they have different psychological reasons for it. The underprivileged believe that despite the extreme effort and hard work, they will not be able to escape poverty and become financially stable. On the other hand, those who have inherited their family fortune are indulged in their rich comfortable lives and assume that they will never be deprived of the privileges. They are unable to realize that the fortune they own has been hard-earned by their ancestors. America is recognized as the best among the developed and leading countries. It is famous for its top-notch educational institutions, technological innovations, and high standard pharmaceuticals. But when America is compared to its progress in the past, it seems that the Americans have lost the will to succeed. 
In the book, Friedman wrote that a secret, only shared by the CEOs in whispers, is that the less-paying and less-reputable jobs are when outsourced to other countries, they are quickly accepted. Those who accept those jobs consider them as high-paying and respectable jobs instead. These jobs are actually cheaper according to the American currency rate. The employers get benefitted from the situation as they have to save up to 75% in the salaries of the employees but obtain 100% more output 1. This symbolizes that the Americans have left the ways of hard work whereas the people in other countries acknowledge the importance of hard work and continue to be ambitious. Even in countries, that are developing and struggling, people tend to be industrious. 
           I was born and raised in Africa, and to pursue higher education, I came to America in November 2008. According to my experience, there is a huge difference in lifestyle, attitude, and ambitions when both countries are compared. The economic difference between both countries significantly influences the attitude and spirits of both nations. People in Africa live a life full of struggles, but they continue to work hard. They face more hardships but their dreams of improving their life, do not diminish. According to the facts, the immigrants from Kenya are the third most diligent foreigners. A report from 2008, showed that the score of Ghana, Bulgaria, and Kenya was 75.2%,74.2%,73.4% respectively, which handed these immigrants first, second and third positions on the list of most hardworking and skilled foreigner group in America. The other countries of Africa like Ethiopia, Egypt, Nigeria and Liberia are ranked fourth, fifth and eighth on this list. This is enough evidence to realize that the Africans have contributed to the economy of the US the most.
            During my college years in America, I have realized that American students tend to believe that those who have a rich background will continue to succeed without making effort whereas the poor believe that no matter how much they try, they will not be able to change their financial conditions. Even though they work part-time jobs to pay their loans, but they do not dream of better living conditions. This perspective kills their spirits to be ambitious and achieve more. On the other hand, Africans tend to avail every opportunity to learn and grow. They are not afraid to invest their time and energy into work. They keep their spirits high and do not feel shame in working hard. Despite the fact that resources and facilities for native Africans and immigrant Africans are lesser, yet they stay ambitious to achieve success.
To change the scenario, both the poor and the rich must understand that the wealth has to be earned through hard work and the financial conditions can change either way. The rich should continue to contribute towards the progress of the country and the poor must adopt ways to improve their living conditions. In order for America to continue to be the most prominent power in the world, it is important the Americans adopt the habit of dreaming. Without dreaming and believing in dreams, they will not able to move forward. The competition in the coming years will increase even more. Securing a job will become more difficult. In such a crucial time, the most important thing to succeed will be ambitious spirits.
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