Unit VII Social Structures Worksheet

	Social Institutions or Structures
	Functionalist view of this structure:
	Conflict view of this structure:
	Interactionist view  of this structure:
	Discuss the view you think best applies to the structure:

	Family





	It is the fundamental building block that is crucial for managing functions of society. Essential features include biological reproduction, satisfaction from sex, socialization and meeting economic needs.
	Families are important for maintaining the status quo. Family members encounter many conflicts and compete for resources.
	Shared activities are vital for establishing an emotional bond among family members. Negotiations are important for maintaining a relationship.
	Functionalist provides the best analysis because it explains all functions linked to family. 

	Religion





	Religion is vital for maintaining social order and stability. Shared rituals and beliefs are crucial for maintaining social solidarity, expression, and cohesion.
	Religion gives explanations to social ills including social inequality and divine sanctions. Conflict arises between different religious communities.
	Religion involves different events and rituals that is natural phenomena and required for promoting moral values.
	Interactionist provides the best explanation because rituals and events are useful for encouraging good values and eliminating evils.   

	U.S. healthcare system





	Effective medical healthcare is important for the ability of society to function.
	Competition and social issues emerge due to the capitalist system. Healthcare system functions for gaining benefits.
	Interactionist is important for sharing the meaning of health and sickness. By connecting to sick people know their pain, sufferings, and needs.
	Interactionist provides the best argument by stating how building interactions allow people to understand sickness. 

	Marriage



	Marriage and family are the primary components of a stable society. Children are produced through marriages. 
	Different conflicts emerge in the marriage relationship including the power struggle between men and women. 
	It is a set of repeated actions that is vital for building social bonds. 
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Functionalist provides the best view by stating that marriage keeps social order and stability. 
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